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THE .-‘E‘:f HH..L-':.F IN THE WESTERN GHATS uE:'ri FERTILE AND LLISH. | GOD AVARI

THIS HAS BEEN A
PERFECT PLACE FOR
LS TO BUILY OUR

__ | rIGHTEOUISNESS ARE |
X2\ KNOWN IN HEAVEN

ONCE, BRAHMAGIK! WAS AFFLICTED BY A TERKIBLE FAMINE.

IIIillfI / ; - 'I. T’ e ___- —— - .--‘- :
Ry /R RANEZ IN1Z2 \

YEARS! HON CAN | = .
WE LIVE HERE? £




- b
7 O LORV VARUNA, >

—
WE Y PLEASE BLESS OLR

i
= CANNOT GO ON y BARREN LANT WITH ,
[ LIKE THIS. I SHALL N, WATER. ¢
PERFORM A PENANCE
AN INVOKE

7~ Iam

PLEASED WITH
YOUR DEVOTION,
GAUTAMA. T SHALL
\  GRANT YOLR

VARLNA.

THIS WELL IN

YOUR ASHRAM WILL NEVER

KUN PRY. YOU WILL NEVER
FACE A VROLIGHT AGAIN,
GALTAMA.

W WE ARE TRULY
\ GRATEFUL, LORD!

WE MUST RESTORE OLIR
{ ASHRAM TO TS PREVIOUS GLORY,
50 THAT WE HAVE ENOLIGH FOOD
N\ ANV WATER FOR EVERYONE.

.
..




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

NOW
THAT WE HAVE .
GROWN S0 MANY GRAINS, \
FRUITS AN VEGETABLES, T

[ INVITE ALL OLR \ &
| NelGHBOLRS TO
\ PARTAKE IN OLIR

FRIENVS, PLEASE
HELP YOURSELVES TO
AS MUCH WATER AS

YES,
WHY VO WE
HAVE TO TROUBLE

T ASHRAM HAVE A WELL BRIMMING =3 OLIFSELVES AN GO
\  \_WITH WATER, ANV NOT OLIRS? f B, TC+ Hi> Aeviepnd TO




GODAVARI

GALITAMA ANT AHALYA NOTICED THE PRYNESS OF THE OTHER ASHRAMS. , ﬂ

OUR NEIGHBOURS'
ASHRAMS ARE
STILL S0 PRY. THEY
CANNOT GROW FOOV
LIKE THIS. :

ARE RIGHT, WE \

! SHOULY SHARE OUR
‘g MEALS WITH THEM,
O\ THEY MUST NOT GO

llllll

-F@WEVEE, GALTAMA’'S KINPNESS PIV NOT SIT
WELL WITH THE <AGE<. :

GALITAMA'S GENEROSITY N\o
WILL MAKE HIM A FAVOLRITE

PLEASE UVONT
HESITATE! T HAVE
COOKEV ENOUGH
FOR EVERYONE.

O VIGHNAHARTAX,
PLEASE HELP Us OUT ¥
OF THIS PROUGHT! WE CANNOT
KEEF VEFPENPING




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

GANESHA TOOK THE GLISE OF A BRAHMIN ANV VISITED GALTAMA'S ASHKAM. I

[ WELCOME TO \\
-\ OUR AsHRAM! A\

GALITAMA WA

1
— q |
T !
L A
L i
=5 i
- .

SHEV HIS FEET, SEATEV HIM ON KLSHA 6KASS ANP FEDP HIm. I'- 'ﬂ.
7 — l‘ L "

= =1 il

SN GANESHA STAYED IN THE ASHRAM FOR A FEW DAYS.

Ul iy H 3 _'r-:#-‘.-*'

MOTHER,

PLEASE SENV YOUR
ATTENDANT JAYA TO THIS
ASHRKAM IN THE FORM OF

A WEAK ANV HLINGRY

. 4 o




IN A SHORT WHILE -

GODAVARI

OH NO!
OUR CROPS ARKE BEING
PESTROYEV! HUSBANY, VO

SOMETHING!

AGHAST, GALITAMA FPICKED LF SOME
BLAVES OF VAKBHA 6KASS AND KRAN
TOWARDPS THE COW.

GALTAMA HAS
KILLED AN INNOCENT
CREATURE! Lo

NO SOONER DIV THE GRASS IN GALITAMA’'S
HANDZ TOLICH THE COW...

SIN WILL
FALL ON U5,




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

THE SAGES BEGAN TO MOVE AWAY FROM THE
ASHRAM WHEN -

O LEARNET ONES,

PLEASE TELL ME WHAT
I SHOULY 70 TO WASH
AWAY MY SIN.

YOU CANNOT
BE FORGIVEN!

AS THE SAGES LEFT, GALTAMA
LOOKEV AT THE FPITEOLS
STATE OF THE COW.

JUST THEN -

[45 GaNESHA LEFT, GaLITAMA REALIZED |
SOMETHING. -

PRAY

TO LORV SHIVA
TO RELEASE GANGA. A
SPRINKLE OF HER HOLY
WATER SHOLILT REVIVE

I VIV NOT KILL
THE COW, NOR
HAS SHE VIEV. THIS |15
A PIVINE ORTVINANCE
50 THAT I BRING THE




GODAVARI

WITH THIS REALISATION, GALTAMA PRAYED TO SHIVA
WITH LUTMOST SINCERITY.

LORY SHIVA! MY |
PRAYERS HAVE |
BEEN ANSWERED/

BEEN WASHED ) -
. AWAY!




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

AS GANGA PESCENPEL, THE
OTHER SAGES WATCHED IN AWE.

H}-Ih_r_'

GALITAMA THEN TOOK GANGA TO A PLACE |
CALLEV TRIMBAK NEAR NASHIK. |g

— /  WE SHOULY BE '\, =
[ ASHAMETD OF BEING
JEALOUS OF A
 SAGE AS GREAT AS

7 WE SHOLLY TAKE A
DIP IN THE HOLY RIVER
ANT WAsSH AWAY OUR

SHE STARTS HER
JOURNEY FROM
" 1 TOWN TO QUENCH THE
2 THIRST OF THIS
PARCHETD LANT

THE FKIVER CAME TO BE KNOWN A< GOVAVARI, SINCE SHE GAVE LIFE TO THE COW.
‘GO’ OR 'GALI' MEANS COW, 'TA’ MEANS TO GRANT ANV 'VARI’ MEANS STREAM.

ERTNEN

SHIVA CAME TO TRIMBAK AND CHOSE TO REMAIN THERE, WATCHING
Hic PEAR GANGA IN THE FORM OF GOPAVAKR!. HE TOOK THE FORM OF _
A LINGA ANV CAME TO BE KNOWN AS TRIMBAKESHWARA. [ — s

DSy




GODAVARI

THE ARABIAN SEA 15 CLOSE TO TRIMBAK. IT 15 SAIP THAT A% THE GOPAVAR! BEGAN TO FLOW TOWARPS IT
GAUTAMA, WITH A FEW BLAPES OF KUSHA GRASS, PIRECTED THE RIVER'S COURSE EASTWARDS. 'l!v >

S, Y = IN THIS WAY, A,

LARGER PART OF Yo /
THE LAND WILL BE ) >
BENEFITTED, X 4

A - | "'_:-_--\.
e — -~ S i -— =t e

,THE' PLACE WHERE GOPAVAKRI CHANGES HER COLRKRSE HAS COME TO BE KNOWN A% KUSAVARTA.

GOPAVAR| HAS ALSO BEEN CALLED PAKSHIN GANGA, RIGHTLY S0 ANP TO THIS DAY IT |5 BELIEVED THAT A PIP |
IN HER WATERS |15 AS BENEFICIAL AS A PIFP IN THE GANGA. FANCHAVATI, WHERE KAMA, SITA ANP LAKSHMANA
SPENT A GREATER FART OF THEIR EXILE, 15 LOCATEP ON THE BANKS OF GOVAVAR! IN NASHIK PISTRICT*.

L — 7 o : » -
o W RN T s gy
e > x ' : R -
e 3 i 3 % J
e e e L

"MI’LN hi’: I (e

*THE AREA WA<S CALLED PANCHAVATI BEFORE THE RAMAYANA. IT I5 SAIP THAT SINCE LAKSHMANA CUT
SHURFANAKHA'S NOSE HERE, IT CAME TO BE KNOWN AS NASHIK.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

AS GOPAVARI FLOWS ACKROSS THE LANV FROM WEST TO EAST, SHE
15 JOINEY BY OTHER SMALLER RIVERS GIVING HER A MAJESTIC
APPEARANCE WITH R WIPTH OF FOLR KILOMETRES.




GODAVARI

THEN SHE CONTINUES A< A BROAPER KIVER TILL SHE REACHES THE BAY OF BENGAL.

MOTHER GOTVAVAR| AS VEPICTEV IN A
STATUE IN KOWUR.

IT I SAIV THAT, OVERAWELD BY THE EXFANSE OF THE SEA, SHE BREAKS INTO SEVEN STREAMS AS SHE JOINS
IT. THESE SEVEN STREAMS ARE NAMED AFTER THE SEVEN HOLY SAGES, THE SAPTARSHIS. SOME OF THE
STREAMS ARE SILTED TOPAY BUT THEY CONTINUE TO BE CONSIPEREY AS HOLY PLACES TO VISIT.

.I-.
ﬁ-.
—
"

12



NARMADA

TARAKA WAS A MENACING ASIIRA WHOM THE THREE WORLPS FEAREL HE HAD THREE AMBITIOUS SONS.

G = &s \ =
> WE musT Lo HOW CAN THAT
SEeinE roER 8E POSSIBLE?
POWERFUL THAN '

OUR FATHER,

LET US PRAY
TO BRAHMA. HE
\ WILL HELP US.

S0, THE BROTHERS PLUNGED THEMSELVES IN PEEF MEPDITATION FOR MANY YEARS. FINALLY -

7/~ OPEN YOLIR EYES. \
WHAT |5 IT THAT YOou

O BRAHMA, WE WANT TO BE ™ THAT CASE, GIVE
THE GREATEST IN THE ENTIRE EACH ONE OF US A CITY
UNIVERSE. GRANT THAT WE MAY TO RULE OVER. ONE OF
NEVER BE KILLED! AR '\ _\\GOLY, ANOTHER OF SILVER,
= ¥ - AND THE THIRY OF IN THE SKIES, NOT

L [\ _ |RON. PALSING EVEN FOR A
GIVE YOU SLCH A ENUYF SINGLE MOMENT.
BOON. ALL THAT »

15 CREATED musT |
| COME TO AN END /|

13



GRANT THAT THEY MAY BE
VESTROYED ONLY ONCE IN A
THOUSANTY YEARS, WHEN THEY
ALIGN WITH EACH OTHER FOR A
FEW BRIEF MOMENTS.

HA! WE ARE
TRULY INVINCIBLE!

WE ARE NOW
GREATER THAN
OUR FATHER
HIMSELF! HA HA!

ABLE TO KILL U< IN

THE FEW MOMENTS
THAT OUR CITIES

FULL OF ARROGANCE ANV EVIL, THE BROTHERS
CREATEDP CHAOS IN ALL THREE WOKRLDS*.

SONS NEEV TO
BE STOPPEV. YOU
ARE OLR ONLY
HOPE, SHIVA.

/ WITH THEIR POWERS, BRAHMA AND VISHNL
CREATED PIVINE WEAPONS. |
| HERE, THIS FIRE-TIPPED
Igﬂl':iopﬂgg - TAKE THIS \ ARROW, WHEN USED
| ALONG WITH THE BOW,

\ WILL DEFINITELY PIERCE
('(k THE TARGET,
=\

e

/\

2 _
b‘ %

= < (2N
akgt\ﬁﬁM\Wﬂ

*INPRALOKA, PRITHVILOKA ANZ FATAALOKA - HEAVEN, EARTH ANP THE LINPERWORLD




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHIVA ACCEPTED THE WEAPONS ANV WAITED FOR THE RIGHT MOMENT. |

WHEN THE THREE CITIES ALIGNED IN "
,4 mw... :

ki

-

THE THREE CITIES WERE SIMP To AﬁHE-ﬁ T'HE -50#:"6 n‘.‘JF TAKAKA HAD F?NALLY MET THEIR ENC.

15



NARMADA

AFTER THE ASHES HAP --ANP APFLIEP THREE LINES ON HI4 FOREHEAV
COOLEV, SHIVA TOOK SOME... SYMBOLISING THE BUKNING OF THE THREE CITIES.

THE<SE THREE LINES OF A<H ARE QON&“FEFE‘EP A
SACRED SYMBOL BY THE WORSHIPPERS OF SHIVA.

16



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

FILLEDZ WITH SHIVA'S ENERGY, THE POOL GAVE |
BIRTH TO A LITTLE GIFL. |

HE MUST BE MY
FATHER. THE ONE WHO
CREATEV ME.

AFTER A LONG TIME -

' A GENTLE

CHILD, YET SHE
SITS WITH SUCH
VETERMINATION.

GREETINGS,
FATHER!

OPEN YOUR
EYES,
NARMADA*,

i i ;
L " &
| A -
L X
’ = 9
| - B
A | e
. =
—— & )
f ) % -
il : e

THE SITE WHERE NARMALA WAS BOKRN IS5 KNOWN AS
AMARKANTAK”. IT 15 NAMED AFTER SHIVA, THE ETERNAL
ONE WHO TRAPPED THE POISON, THAT SPEWED FROM
THE CHURNING OF THE OCEAN OF MILK, IN HIS THIROAT.

¥ PELICATE’, 'PEMURE’ OR 'GENTLE’ TAMARKANTAK LIES IN THE MAIKALI MOLINTAINS IN
17 THE WESTERN GHATS, IN MAPHYA FRAPESH.



NARMADA

THE KING OF THE REGION, MEKEL, WAS A PEVOTEE NARMADPA BROUGHT GREAT JOY TO HER FATHER AS
OF SHIVA. SHIVA CALLED HIM. | SHE GREW UF |

KING MEKEL, T
ENTRUST MY - LOOK,
DALIGHTER NARMATA FATHER! THIS
TO YOUR CARE. RAISE/ | y LITTLE BIRD'S WING
HER WELL. , _ \HAS HEALED SHE 15
"\ ALL SET TO FLY!

THE YEARS ROLLEV BY. ONE PAY, ACCORPING TO THE CLUSTOM OF THE LANP -

HEAR! ; q
HEAR! KING MEKEL |5 '
LOOKING FOR A GROOM FOR

THE PRINCESS NARMATA. ANY

YOUNG MAN, WHO BRINGS TO THE

KING A FLOWER THAT SURPASSES
THE PRINCESS'S BEAUTY, WILL
HE HER GRO'DM- s

T /4B

/ OKING! T aM
SONBHATKA ANV T
HAVE WITH ME THE
N\ GLLBAKAWALI
LOWER.

/

A RARE BEAUTY
ANV 1S USEV IN
THE HEALING OF

. .
THE KING WAS LINHAPPY WITH ALL OF THEM.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SONBHATRA, _
YOU HAVE PROVEN TO BE WHEN THE NEWS REACHED NARMAPA -

A FINE MATCH FOR NARMATA! B
LET THE WEPVING PREPARATIONS, , o

=

T WONPVER WHAT
KIND OF A MAN
\ SONBHATRA 15, HOW
NP0 I FIND out?

SHE CALLED HER ATTENPANT, JOHILA.

, WONVERFLL! HERE,
s JgHILg« IFMD _ WEAR MY CLOTHES.
SN FE WILL YOu - COME BACK SOON,

HEETING SONBHATIRA N FENP OHT TF \ T'L BE WAITING
\ HE I5 A KINP _ FOR YOU.

BEZO;;%NLHE \ AND CARING
: N\ PERSON?

JOHILA SET OUT TO ENGUIRE ABOUT SONBHAPKA. WHEN SHE REACHED THE FLACE WHERE HE STAYED -

i EXCUSE ™\ T
[/ ME, SIR. DO YOU KNOW N -
| SONBHAURA? THE MAN
WHO IS TO MARRY KING
MEKEL'S DALIGHTER?




NARMADA

7 YOU MUST BE THE §
\ PRINCESS HERSELF!/

ANV YOU ARE?

MEANWHILE - |
IT HAS BEEN
DAYS. WHY HASN'T JOHILA
RETURNED YET? T MUST
LOOK FOR HER.

COME, NARMADA.
ME SHOW YOU AROLINT

7 -~
? 4 = h
i '. - [ b
L+ ..|1I|:,::.1.,E: e . i | = 3 e
A bl M |
% . \ ,
e X |
J‘ll

JOHILA PIV NOT FEVEAL HER TRUE IPENTITY.

NARMADA SET OUT TO FIND JOHILA. WHEN P
SHE REACHED SONBHADPRA'S PALACE -

OUR WEDTING DAY
=l |5 URAWING CLOSER,
j NARMATA!

20



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

: : JOHILA! HOW CouULVY
BETRAY ME? i

JOHILA? SHE 15
NARMADA, THE
PRINCESS.

‘

PRINCESS! M

FATHER, LET ME
RETURN TO WATER,

[ THE ELEMENT I WAS
BORN FROM. TURN ME
INTO A RIVER THAT
\ FLOWS aWAY FrROM £

N\ THIs PLace._ @

21



NARMADA

SHIVA GRANTED HER WISH.

-

RKANTAK, WHERE SHE WAS BOKRN, INTO THE ARABIAN SEA. | =

THE RIVER NARMAPA FLOWS FROM AMA

MISERABLE, SONBHAPKA ALSO
PRAYED TO SHIVA. HIS WIsH WAS GRANTED TOO.

LORT, T HAVE MATE A &

GRAVE ERROR IN JUPGEMENT.

GRANT THAT LIKE NARMADA T MAY
ALSO TURN INTO A RIVER.

THE SONBHAPKA OR SON RIVER, FLOWS FROM AMARKANTAK : e
| THROUGH MAPHYA PRAPVESH AND UTTAR PRAVESH, FINALLY = = ==

| JOINING THE GANGA AS HER SECOND LARGEST TRIBUTARY. f—,

JOHILA, GLILTY FOR HER ACTIONS, BEGGED TO BE |
| TRANSFORMED INTO A RIVER AS WELL] =

THIS RIVER, IN MAPHYA PRAPESH, IS NOT WORSHIFPFPED LIKE |
MOST OTHER INPIAN RIVERS AS SHE WAS LINFAITHFLIL. e

22



THE NARMADPA [ CONSIPEREL A
SACKED FIVER. FILGRIMS TAKE FART IN
THE FARIKKAMA OF CIRCLUMAMBLLATION
OF THE RIVER. THEY WALK ALL THE WAY
FROM BHARLUCH, GUIARAT WHERE THE

FIVER MEETS THE GLILF OF CAMEBAY,
TO AMARKANTAK WHERE IT OFIGINATES.
THE JOURNEY 15 SUFFOSED TO TAKE 3
YEAR'S, 3 MONTHS ANE 13 DAYS.

THE SFPIRITHAL LEAPER, API SHANKAKA,
1= SUPFPOSEDP TO HAVE MET HIS GLRL,
GOVINDPAFALVA, ON THE BANKS OF THE
NARMALA. THE STORY GOES THAT
SHANKARA REGULESTEP THE RIVER NOT
TO FLOW TOO VIGOROUSLY, €0 HE COUHLP
MEET HIS GLIKU. NARMALFA CONCEPED
AND WA<S PELIGHTEP TO WITNESS THE
MEETING OF TWO GREAT MINDPS.

NARMADA 15 BELIEVER TO HAVE
POSSESSED A GRAND COLLECTION OF
- ; SARIS. SINCE SHE HAD TO LEAVE
"j, THEM ALL BEHING WHEN SHE TURNED
| .-l | AN Yy L~ INTO A RIVER, PEOPLE OFFER SARIS TO
AND SIPPESHWAR TEMPLES, ARE | i : 1\ NS NN 7HE RIVER. THEY DIP THE SARI IN
LOCATED ALONG ITS COLIRSE. - ' \ . (| THE WATER, A5 A MARK OF DRAPING IT
) \ 2 Y| For NARMARA. IT 15 THEN PRIED AND

ez 2

- e — —
- e —— _1—..;-\._

i ]

e

GIVEN IN CHARITY.

FOR HER SPIRITEEF FLOW, THE NARMALA
15 AlS0 KNOWN A< REWA, THE AGILE ONE.
THE RESCOLNFING FLsH OF THE FIVER

I BELIEVEP TO BE THE FRINCESS'S
PISTRESSEP CRY.

*THE MOST IMPORTANT SYMBOL OF SHIVA | ——

THE FEBBLES FRFOM THE FIVER BEP
ARE SUFFOSED TO BE IN THE <HAFE
OF THE SHIVALINGA*. THEY ARE CALLED
BANALINGAS. WHEN PEVOTEES FICK UF
THESE PEBBLES, THEY CRY, "NARMALA
KE KANKAR, UTTE SHANKAR", MEANING
EVERY FEBBLE OF THE NARMALA |4 A
FORM OF SHIVA HIMSELE

.

THE BANKS OF THE NARMALA ARE
HOME TO EXTENSIVE FORESTS WITH
A VARIETY OF LIFE FOKMS. THE KIVER
FLOWS THROLGH THE <TATES OF
MAPHYA FRAPESH, MAHARASHTRA
ANE GLUIARAT ANP 15 4 LIFELINE TO
THE MANY COMMLINITIES IN THESE
FEGION=,




TAMRAPARNI

THE MALAYA MOLINTAINS, COVERED WITH LUSH, GREEN FORESTS, 15 HOME TO PIVERSE |
BEASTS AND BIRTS. NESTLEY IN THESE MOLINTAINS WAS THE HERMITAGE OF SAGE ATK.
HE LIVEDP THERE WITH HIS WIFE ANASUYA ANZ THEIR MANY PISCIPLES.




MAHARSHI,
- WITH YOUR
PERMISSION, | WOULD Nl
[ LIKE TO VISIT THE HOLY
CITY OF KASHI AND
\ TAKE A BATH IN THE

NOT PISCOURAGE
HiM. I NEEV TO
FINP A MIPPLE

HAMM... .‘ O
HE 15 NOT 4

REATY YET FOR
SUCH A LONG

I WILL
CALL FOR You
IN A WHILE ANT TELL
YOU WHAT CAN BE

26



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

HERE, YOU CAN
__ \TAKE A DIP IN THIS

”  YOU ARE RIGHT, SON. T

INVOKEV THE GANGA TO FLOW

HERE ANV SHE HAS ACCEPTEV
MY PRAYEK.

IT 15 NOT THE Y&
GANGA. ANV or.
WE ARE NOT IN /5% %

SHALL HEREAFTER BE KNOWN \
AS GHATANA, THE ONE WHO HAS
UNITED WITH THE GANGA.

WILL AlSO BE Y
KNOWN AS ATREY, |
THE VALUGHTER OF/




TAMRAPARNI

GHATANA GUSHETD THROUGH THE MOLUNTAINOUS LANPSCAFE, Ly,
FORMING SMALLER RIVULETS AND MIGHTY WATERFALLS. 2
L TR . ‘ e - ¥: JL:' - 1

.-r =
o

ON THE BANKS OF GHATANA, THE SAGE
PUTKRAYAGNESHWARKA AT IN PEEP MEPITATION.

THE LOUP FUSH OF THE RIVER BROKE HIS CONCENTRATION.
HE OFENEVD HIS EYES ANV - '

28



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

THE RIVER STOPPED FLOWING. |3,
o] - ﬁ,{g'?-ﬁ' .

WHEN ATRI HEARY OF THIS, HE IMMEPIATELY

CAME TO MEET PUTRAYAGNESHWARA. |

PLEASE
LET GHATANA GO
BACK TO FLOWING
THROUGH THESE
LANDS. SHE WILL NOT
PISTURS YOU
ANYMORE.

=

—

ATKI,
I CANNOT UNTO

WHAT I HAVE TONE.
THERE WILL COME A DAY
WHEN THE SAGE AGASTYA
WILL ARRIVE HERE WITH

TAMRAPARNI WHO WILL TAKE
THE FORM OF A RIVER.
GHATANA WILL MERGE WITH
HER ANV THEN RESUME

HER FLOW.

P
g &f’/




TAMRAPARNI

IN MOLINT KAILASHA, ALL THE 6OP< ANP SAGES HAP GATHEREY TO
WITNESS THE WEPPING OF THE PIVINE COUPLE, SHIVA ANV FPARVATI.

[ THE LAND 15 )
SINKING!

SHIVA TURNED TO THE SAGE AGASTYA.

——
AGASTYA, HEAVY
SOUTHWARTS TO BALANCE
THE LANUMASS, THE WEIGHT

OF YOUR KNOWLETVGE
WILL HELP RESTORE THE
BALANCE HEFRE.

YOU WISH,
LORV SHIVA.



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SHIVA FILLED AGASTYA'S KAMANDALL* ...AND PARVAT! GAVE, AS A BLESSING, THE GARLAND SHE HAD
WITH THE ICY WATERS OF KAILASHA... PUT AROLIND SHIVA'S NECK PURING THE CEREMONY.

JUST AS AGASTYA WAS ABOLUT
TO LEAVE THE REGION -

. LA
(i !.I '.II:. \
|I -

WE WILL NAME
HER TAMRKRAFARNI,
THE ONE WHOSE
SKIN SHINES LIKE

*4 sMALL WATER POT

3]



TAMRAPARNI

AT THAT MOMENT, THE CELESTIAL SINGER
TUMBLRUH ANP THE SAGE FARVATA ARRIVED

SOON, THEY REACHED THE MALAYA MOLINTAINS.
MALAYESHWARA, THE GOV OF THE MOLINTAINS,
WELCOMETD THEM WARMLY.

GREAT 50ULS LIKE
YOu BLESS THE LANT YOU
WALK ON. T AM FORTLINATE

TO HAVE YOU VISIT
_ THESE MOLINTAINS.

E BRING A
MESSAGE FROM
KAILASHA, FROM
THE GREAT LORT

HE WOULVP
LIKE YOU, LORT
MALAYESHWARA, TO |
AVOPT TAMRAFPARNI
ANV CARE FOR HER
LIKE YOURrR

- OWN CHILTZ

r
B .
iy
N
N
L
¥

IT I OUR
PLEASURE, LORTV
—. MALAYESHWARA.

THE SKIES RESOLINPER WITH PIVINE MIUSIC AND THE HEAVENS SHOWERED FLOWERS ON EARTH. |

d 3




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

ON THE SFPOT WHERE THEY <TOOL, A LINGA AFTER SHIVA PISAPPEAREL, MALAYESHWAKA EHILT A
RPPﬂ?EP ANP FrROM f; EMERGED SHIVA. | TEMPLE FOR THE UNEH THE??E =

AGASTYA, YOU
WILL CONTINUE
RESIVING IN THESE
MOLINTAINS.

-4614'5?"!’.4.. FOLLOWING SHIVA'S INSTRUCTIONS
'STHYEI? GH .W ﬁfE MALAYA MﬂHNM!Hﬁ




TAMRAPARNI

SHE WOLILE OFTEN VISIT SAGE AGASTYA'S NEW HERMITAGE ANV

LISTEN TO HIS TEACHING... |

[.Or EXPLORE THE MALAYA FORESTS.

I WOULP LIKE TO
JOIN THE TWO OF
YOU A5 WELL.

/OF COURSE, TAMRAPARN,
( 8ur You musT Take YouR
\_ FATHER'S PERMISSION.

Mmay I?

TEMPLE...

..OF SPENP TIME AT THE SHIVA \

TIME PASSED ANP ONE DAY - |
WE HAVE "

LIVETP IN THESE

BEAUTIFLL MOLINTAINS

| FOR 50 LONG. WHY TON'T
WE VISIT THE HOLY

PLACES AROLINT THE

A WONVERFUL
IPEA! WE




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

YOURSELF ANV
THE SAGE ANV
HIS WIFE.

LIKE SOMEONE

\ IN DISTRESS, /8

|;.]\




TAMRAPARNI

WHAT
15 THE MATTER?
WHAT HAPPENEV TO

Him?

MY HUSBANTY
SUMEPHA ANV I WERE
ATTACKETV BY A RAKSHASA. HE v
KILLED MY HUSBANTY BUT FAILED | -
TO KILL ME. A5 SOON A5 HE 3
TOUCHEV MY HAIR, HE
TURNETD TO ASH.

|
LR

WHO ARE You, \
YOLING WGMAN

/~ I AM KUNTALA,
[ vauGHTER OF sAGE
N\ KASHYAPA,

TAMRAPARN| SAT BESIDE THE INCONSOLABLE KUNTALA AND |
EMBRACED HER.

]

IT IS INVEEV
A CRUEL FATE,
A\ KUNTALA. TRY TO
BE STRONG.

JUST THEN -

il
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KUNTALA! N\
[ THAE
~ \ REGAINEV }

r IT IS YOUR PRESENC
THAT HAS GIVEN HIM LIFE,

KUNTALA |15 RIGHT,
TAMRAFPARNI. YOUR VOICE
HAS WOKEN SLUMETHA

FROM HIS VEATH.

e
- ey

/ BEEN KIND TO us. 3 THE GRACE OF
IF NOT For You, VT SHIVA 15 ON YOU,
I WOULY HAVE CHILD. . '
LOST MY HUSBANT THEN I WILL USE N
THIS GRACE TO HELP |
WHOEVER I CAN. /

!
- L el
i Pl

7 iy
i

-

§
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TAMRAPARNI

GREAT
IT 15 ME%GE. A‘RA:EGFGRM .
' INTO 4 RIVER 50 M
o T
BTE;‘T:E B}Hﬁzo WATERS MAY GIVE LIFE TO ONCE
ALL THE PLANTS, ANIMALS HE FULFILS YOUR
YOUR NOBLE INTENTIONS

THAT MAKE YOU SPECIAL, ANV PEOPLE I MEET IN WISH, THE RIVER GHATANA

TAMRAPARNI. T WILL PRAY TO MY COURSE. WILL SLURFACE FROM

MAHADEVA THAT HE MAY _ UNTVERGROLINY. MERGE
GRANT YOLIR WISH. § [ WITH HER AND CONTINUE

FLOWING.

TAMRAFARNI THURNED INTO A RIVER ANV AS PROMISELD, SHE JOINEV THE GHATANA ANV BOTH
RIVERS FLOWED A< ONE.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

IN PUE COURSE, TAMKRAFAKNI EXPRESSED HER PESIRE
TO MARKY SAMUPKARKAJA, THE KING OF THE OCEAN. HER
FATHER GIFTEY HER PEARLS WHICH SHE WORE ON THE
PAY OF HER WEPPING. IT |5 BELIEVEDP THAT CLOSER TO
THE OCEAN, THE RIVER BEV HAS FPEAKLS IN IT.

THE TAMKAFARNI |5 SLUPPOSED TO BE HOME TO MANY ALLIGATORS BUT THEY
ARE NOT CONSIPERED VANGEROUS TO HUMAN LIFE. A LEGENP GOES THAT
THE VANAKA KING SLIGKREEVA, ON Hi< WAY TO LANKA, PRAYED TO THE RIVER TO
LET HIM AND HIS ARmMY EHJ-'.;‘E %FELY ANDP NOBOPY WAS HITHCKEP’ BY THE

MANY TEMPLES WEKE BUILT ALONG THE RIVER.
PEOPLE WHO VISITEP THEM ALSO BATHEP IN
THE RIVER ANV WORSHIPFPED HER WATERS.

~
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Once, in Brahmaloka, a gathering of sages assembled to recite the Sama Veda. Among them
was the sage Durvasa, i‘rﬁumous tor his short temper. As the chanting began, Durvasa sang a line
out of tune. Hearing this, Saraswati laughed at him. Durvasa was furious. He was about to curse
Saraswati when Brahma stopped him. “You are a sage revered in the three worlds, yet you lose
your temper so easily. What is the use of all the medgliu’riun you have done?2” he asked. Durvasa
realized he had taken offence for a light matter. When he apologized to Brahma, Brahma advised

him to go visit different holy places and pray for the strength to control his rage.

(T _aay

'

a linga. | will visit you there,” said Shiva. Durvasa left immediately, reached the Tamraparni an
followed Shiva's instructions. Once the linga was installed, Shiva and Parvati appeared. “Durvasa,

Immediately, Shiva asked Durvasa to head to the Tamraparni river. “Bathe in the river and set l:r

why don't you compose a prayer in praise of the beautiful Tamraparni river2” he suggested. Durvasa

agreed and composed the Tamraparni Stotram. Saraswati and Tamraparni arrived at the spot and

listened to the sage chant the stotram. Saraswati, pleased with it, blessed Durvasa. The gods then left

for their abodes. Tamraparni thanked Durvasa and returned to the ocean.



RIVER STORIES

While their banks are dotted with temples, some rivers in India are not
just places of worship, they are divinity by themselves. Some came down
to earth to wash away sins and grant life, while others were created by
Mahadeva himself. These rivers have continued to flow for aeons and our
sacred texts have told the stories behind their origins.

Amar Chitra Katha brings to you River Stories, a collection of tales about

the rivers Godavari, Narmada and Tamraparni. Rivers that continue to

nourish the lands they flow through even today. The blessings of these »
rivers are truly life-giving to the people around them, making them

goddesses in their own right.




